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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED:To obtain a device management 
device that allows a plurality of controllers to accurately 
manage each device in a system where a plurality of the 
controllers and a plurality of the devices are interconnected 
in a network form. 

SOLUTION: This device management unit 30 registers the 
identification code of each device and the identification code 
of each controller corresponding to each device as a 
registration identification code, stores the identification code 
of the controller outputting a device control request as a 
designated identification code so that a comparison section 
104 compares the registration identification code of the 
registered controller, corresponding to the device being an 
object of the device control request with a designated 
identification code of the controller outputting the device 
control request, and permits control of the device being an 
object of the device control request to the controller 
outputting the device control request, when the registration 
identification code is the same as the designated 
identification code. 
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Japanese Publication for Unexamined Patent Application 
No. 269994-2000 (Tokukai 2000-269994) 

A. Relevance of the above-identified Document 

This document has relevance to all independent claims of 
the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 
[EMBODIMENTS] 

[0007] 

The first controller 10, the first device 20, the second 
controller 11, the second device 21, and the device management 
apparatus 30 are connected to the network communication path 40 
so as to establish a network. — 
[0009] 

■•• the controller 10 transmits the device control request for 
controlling the device via the network communication path 40 to the 
device management device 30. The device control request includes 
information indicative of a device ID of a device targeted in the 
control request. — 

[0010] 

Next, the control section 105 reads the controller ID, 
preferentially allocated to the controlled device in the device control 
request, from the controller registration section 102 as a 
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registration identification code. Next, the control section transmits 
the registration identification code that has been read from the 
controller registration section 102 and the specifying identification 
code that has been read from the controller identification section 
103 to the comparison section 104 so that they are compared with 
each other by the comparison section 104. In case where they are 
identical with each other as a result of the comparison, the control 
section 105 responds so as to give the control right for the 
controlled device to a controller, which has outputted the device 
control request, via the network communication path 40. 
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